BOOT ‘N BLISTER REUNION BACKPACK, 1995


CANYON CREEK LAKES IN THE TRINITY ALPS WILDERNESS


�
July 6, 1995 


Dear Boot ‘n Blister alumni and alumnæ,


It has been a year since our last reunion backpack and four years since we have been to Canyon Creek.  Eight years ago 22 of us went to Caribou Lake and six years ago 27 of us met at Canyon Creek.  Four years ago we had about 44 at Canyon Creek.  Three years ago we went to One Mile Lake in the Marble Mountains, two years ago we went to Deadfall Lakes in the eastern Klamaths, and last year we went to the Desolation Wilderness.  This is the year for the regular every-other-year reunion backpack.  Since we have always had the hikes in the Klamath Mountains, we have consistently made it difficult for those living in southern and eastern areas to drive.  Carol Rush requested we have an off-year hike in the Sierra one year so we went to the Desolation Wilderness west of Lake Tahoe.  A total of 15 people and two dogs participated in the 1994 Desolation trip.  This number included three children who ranged in age from a 8 weeks to 13 years.  The folks who went on the ‘94 trip consisted of Larry Fields; Steve O’Meara; Jim Dunn and Paula Pennington (Friday campfire); Carol, Chris, and Marla Rush; Rick, Ansel, Candy, and Janine (mom and baby hiked in for Saturday lunch) Robinson; Cliff Robinson; Martha and Katherine (at six, ‘95 will be her forth BnB hike) Gilmore; and Mike Diggles.  


For the Canyon Creek trip this year, we will drive up to Ripstein Camp on Friday evening, October 6, hike in on Saturday morning, October 7, and hike out Sunday, October 8.  Those of us with a holiday Monday, October 9 may want to stay up in the Klamath region Sunday and go home the next day.  Further information can be had from the U.S. Forest Service at (916) 623-6106.  I already phoned for a wilderness permit and a campfire permit for the trip.  Let me know if you might attend so I can get an idea of how many to expect.  If we exceed 25, we will need a second permit; I also love to hear from you folks.  We usually occupy the two large sites at the upper falls; the sites are close enough that we can visit between them carrying your Sierra Club cup full of Swiss Miss.  


I have included a datadump of my address file for the Club.  The list includes over 130 addresses that are good enough that I mailed this flyer to them.  I added the year that I thought the data were accurate after each entry so you can get an idea of how accurate they are today.  My usual lost-people list follows. If you know were any of these folks are, please write or call me:


Karen J. Anderson, Tonio Bachrach, Betty Baker, Evelyn Banks, Mark Batts, Paige Baudrey, Betsy Baumann, Georgia Becker, Dave Belisle c/o G.J. Belisle, Bruce Bonifus, Dale Bridges, Madilyn Brown, “Smokey” John Butcher, Tom Campbell, Marie Canavese, Pam Cannon, Donna Cobb, Sandi Cohn, Norm Cook, Sue Cox, Robbie Criswell, Karen Davis, Dotty DeMulder, Bill Devall, Meryl Altha Dickinson, Judy Doolittle, Dick Dorn, Caryn (Fitch) Ely, Jeff Ely, Virginia Evans-Neuman, Mike Feldman, Chuck Fesler, Sidney Fisher, Judy Fleshman, Marilee Fletcher, Susie Forestor, Barbara Foster, Shari Franklin, Sandy Gagnon, Ellen Gardner, Norma Gartner, Bonnie Gates, Randy Gillarducchi, Jim Gordon, Marilyn Green, Roger Haynes, Peggy (Fluarty) Heliwell, John Hennings, Lloyd Hess, Carrie (Morris?) Hostetter, Skip Howard, Aletha Humphries, Laurel Humphries, Mary Ellen Jackson, Terry Jackson, Grace Jarvis, Mary Ellen Jeske, Gayleen Johnson, Sharon Jones, Pete Katzmaier, Bob Kerby, Maureen Kimberling, Carla Koford, Mary Ann Kost, Oliver Koster, Ron Lengel, Matti and Jim Lieb, Del and Val Maddon, Gary Markine, Sierra Marks, Michael Mathews, Jill McIntire, Will Miller, Clair Morris, Jan Newman, Carol Noetzli, Cathryn O’Conner, Sue Owens, Cheryl Peabody, Rick Pederson, Bruce Peet, Richard Pietrell, Sara and Jennifer Pond, Theresa Prenduci, Linda Pulliam, Rich Purdey, Joe Pveillo, Connie Reese, Paulette Respini, Phil Rhodes, Dan Roach, Ann Robertson, Patricia Rogers, Mike Rosoff, Cindy Burr Russell, Linda Slater Scancella, Lenn Schager, John Sisson, Sandy Smith, Ona Solomon, Kay Spensko, Jim Stamper, Paul Stoffels, Patty and Bill Taplin, Alice Teel, Sue Turdick, Ron Van Weeman Van Nord, Chuck Vargo, Rick Veeh and Patricia, Kieth Voges, Ray Wagner, Linda Ward, John Watanabe, Bill Weber, Roger Weiss, Jane Wells, Kay Wensco, Bob Wielk, Bonnie Wilbur, Linda Winters, Peter Wittlesie, Jan Wofford, Alan Wright, Dru Yee, Monte Yttreness, and Jim Ziegler.


Bring ideas of where to have the trip next year and the year after.  Steve O’Meara thought that a good place for an “in-between” year outing would be a car-camp/day-hike trip to Crater Lake in 1996  I am looking forward to seeing as many of you as can make it this Fall.


Mike Diggles


Home:  1035 Florence Lane, Menlo Park, CA 94025-4903, (415) 321-6094


Work:  USGS, 345 Middlefield Rd., Menlo Park, CA 94025, (800) 223-8081 x 5404, inside California, (800) 331-8445 x 5404 or (800) 331-8446 x 5404 from other states or (415) 329-5404 commercial.  Fax:  (415) 329-5490.  


Internet:  mdiggles @ mojave.wr.usgs.gov


Copies to: Ackerman, Allen (Norm and Kristi), Allen (Pamela), Altabet, Amadio, August, Baldwin, Banducci, Barager, Benzinger, Bivin, Bloom, Bowlus, Buwalda, Cairns, Carroll, Chesbro, Clanton, Clark, Clendenning, Cochrane, Cole, DuPace,  Conway, Coy, Dagget, Damiano, DeKay, Denton, Dickson, Dvorak, Earwaker, Fairchild, Farnswerth, Ferrell, Fields, Freeman, Garrahan, Gassoway, Gault, Leet,  Geiger, Flowers, Gilchrist, Gilmore, Glover, Koken, Goss, Gott, Chaffey, Gregory, Griese, Haist, Hamey, Hay, Heath, Herriott, Holsinger, Huntsinger, Jackson, Johnson (Jerry), Johnson (Wesley), Jones, Kennedy, Herrmann, Martinez Kennedy, Kohlenberger, Konnersman, Korb, Kroll, Kruse, Leong, LeValley, Lytle, Macdonald, McGurk, McKay, McMasters, Meuslin, Mok, Landcaster, MonSanto, Morlan, Good , Mueller (Angela), Sawyer, Mueller (Tom), Murdock, Murray, Wunner, Myatt, Nead, Nusbaum, O’Meara, O’Sullivan, Ogle, Parker (Bob), Parker (Tom), Patterson, Paulson, Peart, Pennington (Paula), Dunn , Pennington (Gena), Phillips, Porter (Dave), Porter (Jim), Reichard, Renfro, Renner, Cox, Rich, Richards, Risdon, Haynie, Robinson, Rush, Schaser, Scothorn, Gilbert, Sealy, Severy, Shrigley, Smith, Maisch, Spahar, Sponheim, Stepp, Stuart, Wong, Sumi, Tausch, Thompson (Ken), Thompson (Wayne), Tilden, Tuttle, Tysl, Carlson, Van de Mark, Van Fleet, Van Kirk, Vinyard, Walls, Ward, Wasson, Weber, Winguth, Young, Zhelutka, and Allison.





�
TRIP INFORMATION


�
Hike Location


Canyon Creek Lakes, Trinity Alps Wilderness, northwestern California


Dates


October 7-8, 1995


Hike Length


The trip is 1.9 miles one-way to McKay Camp, 4.5 miles one-way to Canyon Creek Meadows, 7.5 miles one-way to Lower Canyon Creek Lake, and 8.0 mile one way to Upper Canyon Creek Lake.


Terrain


	Roadhead elevation	3,150 feet


	McKay Camp	3,600 feet


	Canyon Cr. Meadows	4,750 feet


	Lower Canyon Cr. Lake	5,606 feet


	Upper Canyon Cr. Lake	5,668 feet


Maps


U.S. Geological Survey Helena 15’ (1:62,500) quadrangle (1951)


U.S. Geological Survey Mt. Hilton 7 1/2’ (1:24,000) quadrangle (Provisional edition, 1982)


AAA Northwestern California road map


Driving Instruction


Take California Hwy. 299 88 miles east from Arcata or 57 miles west from Redding to Junction City.  Take the Canyon Creek Road about 13 miles north past Dedrick to the end of the road.  


Trailhead


There is a U.S. Forest Service campground at Ripstein Camp, one mile before the end of the road.  This is a convenient place to car-camp if you arrive Friday evening, October 6 (as most of us will).  The trail takes off from the parking area at the end of the Canyon Creek Road.  


Hike Description


The trail is level for 0.3 mi. to Bear Creek crossing, the last water for 3 miles. after 1.9 miles, the climb becomes a little steeper.  McKay Camp is down the hill from here (an early bailout campsite).  Along the steeper trail, there is water, a view of Sawtooth Mountain to the northeast, and a view of Lower Canyon Creek Falls.  At 4.5 miles you reach Canyon Creek Meadows, another early-bailout campsite.  Another 1.5 miles and you can see Boulder Creek across the canyon and Upper Canyon Creek falls up ahead.  Switchback up a bench to the camp site at the upper falls.  After you dump your pack, you may want to proceed past Stonehouse and wind up to the northeast to the lower lake.  The route to the upper lake is only another few hundred yards around the southwest side of the lower lake.  Lowe and Lowe (1981) note that the normal 200-foot camping limit from water is waived since there is no other place to camp.


Peak-bagging and Fishing Opportunities


Thompson Peak, the highest point in the Klamath Mountains (8,995’) is situated 1.9 miles NNW of the upper lake just north of 41° lat. in the USGS Cecilville 15’ quad and the Thompson Peak 7 1/2’ quad.  Proceed up the creek that flows to the northwest shore of the upper lake, head for the crest to the west, and follow it north to the summit.  Sawtooth Mountain (8,886’) is situated about a mile east of the lakes but is easier to climb by going around to L lake and approaching the summit from the north.  The summit is the northeastern of the three pinnacles.  You can climb a peak before dinner Saturday, early Sunday morning, or both.  I heard that the creek is not known for trout but the lakes are better.  


Weather


Precipitation is rare in the Fall, but, being among those who have been wet in the Klamaths in October in the past, I will be bringing a light tent.  Nights are mild; days can be quite warm.


Hazards


Water needs to be run through a water filter to avoid Giardia.  Many of us use a Katadyne or Sweetwater filter pump now that our First Needs all got clogged.  The Klamaths have some black bears.  Hang your food at night (up 12 feet, out 10 feet), particularly if you see evidence of bears.  Garcia Machine makes a nice bear-resistant canister.  There are a few rattlesnakes; bring a snakebite kit.  Four years ago there were no mosquitos, but I always bring my Cutters anyhow.  Ticks can be a problem so inspect yourself, your kids, and your pets and use repellent if needed.  Hunting season will have begun by then (Sept. 16 - Oct. 22) although hunters tend to be only as far from their car as they are willing to carry a deer which is not very far.  Bright clothing might be a good idea nonetheless.  We saw no Bigfeet last time, but we may be luckier this year.  


Ecosystem


The lower elevations in the eastern Klamath mountains lie in a mixed conifer forest consisting of Douglas fir with sugar pine, ponderosa pine, incense cedar, California black oak, and white fir.  At higher elevations, red fir with western white pine and Brewer spruce are present.  Keep a lookout for weeping spruce, a species indigenous to the local region.  The hike is just a few miles west of one of the Northern Spotted Owl Habitat Conservation Areas (Thomas, 1990).  These owls (Strix occidentalis caurina) are imperiled over much of their range because of continuing losses of habitat and a conservation strategy is presently being developed.  Keep your eyes open for a medium-sized bird with a round head, dark-brown plumage, and dark eyes.  It has white spots on the had and nape, and white mottling on the breast and abdomen.  They feed on small arboreal mammals but may take birds, insects, and other small mammals too.  They are unwary around humans and commonly allow observers to get within a few feet of them.  Mac McMasters emailed that 17.5 miles of Canyon Creek actually made it to being a river recommended for Wild and Scenic River designation!  The Shasta-Trinity Forests [Yes, two Forests. one Plan.] was approved in April, 1995, with that recommendation.  The analysis summary paper for the “recommendation package” is the easiest she’s ever developed since she’s been there many times in the last 30 (yup; we came to HSC in 1965) years.  There’s sure no other Region-5 paper with such intimate detail:  “...large, moss-covered rock [at “The Resting Place”], meadows, large swimming lagoon at the base of Lower Falls, rock “caves”, alpine lakes...” etc.  That recommendation will be forwarded on for further review and an Administration decision.  


Geology


The roadhead is underlain by the Devonian Salmon Hornblende Schist.  This formation is commonly foliated with lineated amphibole, fine to medium grained, and is locally gneissic.  The protolith is probably a basalt that has been metamorphosed to amphibolite grade (Cox, 1956).  Less than a half mile up the trail from the roadhead, you cross the contact with the Canyon Creek stock, a large tonalite pluton that intruded the Salmon Hornblende Schist in the Jurassic.  This part of Canyon Creek is situated in the central metamorphic belt, one of a set of convex westward lithic belts that are thought to represent eastward-dipping thrust slices of oceanic crust and island arcs that were accreted to the continental margin during the Mesozoic.  
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