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 Note venues and dates with care.
Stanford, CA

 Our next meeting is at 6:30 on 
May 21, a Friday evening,

at the Geology Corner.

The historic music presentation you will 
experience was created by Left Bank/Rive 
Gauche* for the Antarctic Treaty Summit 
(50th anniversary of the Treaty) in Decem-
ber 2009, Washington, DC. The live music, 
photographs and text provide links between 
period-music, science, geopolitics and the 
explorations of Antarctica.  By sharing their 

music with the broader 
community, the trio desires 
to foster greater apprecia-
tion of the intrinsic positive 
value of music in enhanc-
ing peaceful collaborations 
in Antarctic sciences in 
accord with tenets of the 
Antarctic Treaty.  Many 
of the tenets of the Ant-
arctic music presentation 
apply equally to the his-
toric explorations of other 
regions and disciplines.
     In earth science, Alan 
and Julianne hold advance 
degrees in Geophysics 
(PhD) and Petroleum Geol-
ogy (MS) from Stanford 
University, respectively. 
Alan is an emeritus scien-
tist with the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey (USGS) and a 
consulting professor at 
Stanford. He has 25-years 
experience working in 
Antarctica and heads the 
Antarctic Seismic Data 
Library System for Coop-
erative Research under 
the Antarctic Treaty. As a 
marine geophysicist he has 
participated in and led sci-
ence expeditions to Ant-
arctica, Bering Sea, Arctic 
Ocean, Solomon Islands, 
Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, 

and elsewhere and published more than 250 
research papers. Julianne has experience in 
private industry as founder of a private con-
sulting firm for mineral exploration and is 
now a volunteer with the USGS. Larry holds 
an MS degree in Chemistry and Marine 
Sciences and is also an Emeritus Hydrolo-
gist with 40 years experience with the USGS 
and many years experience conducting field 
research investigations in San Francisco 
Bay, in high-altitude mining districts of the 
Colorado Rocky Mountains, and in Yosemite 
National Park; he also teaches oceanography 
at community colleges. 
	 The musicians have long and varied back-
grounds in music in addition to their profes-
sional experience as earth scientists. Julianne 
Stafford (accordion) and Alan Cooper 
(violin) both play with the California Pops 
Orchestra – Julianne as principal oboist, 
Alan as concertmaster. They also play in the 
classical music chamber orchestra Fiume 
di Musica. Julianne has lengthy experience 
with classical and theater orchestras in the 
mid-Peninsula area. Larry Schemel (guitar) 
has over 40 years experience in perform-
ing with various popular music groups and 
has directed and played music at several 
churches in the Stanford and Palo Alto area, 
one since 1972.
	 Our outside dinner and inside talk will 
be at the Geology Corner of the Quad at 
Stanford University. May usually provides 
weather for a splendid evening.

*Left Bank/Rive Gauche (also known as Left Bank 
Trio) has been playing together for seven years in the 
mid San Francisco Peninsula area, at public and pri-
vate events.  The trio specializes in French café-style 
music of the 1920’s-1940’s, Spanish, Gypsy and other 
period favorites including music from the American 
songbook. The trio also does specialty historic music 
presentations linking music, culture, science and geo-
politics.

www.leftbanktrio.com
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Some of the displays at SETI in the on-going 
very routine search for some signal from else-

where.  Maybe you have helped, as well, in 
SETI’s distributed computiung model.

Alan Cooper, Larry Schemel, 
Julianne Stafford

Music and the Antarctic Treaty
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